Laparoscopic cholecystectomy in multiple laparotomy Crohn's disease.
Patients with complicated Crohn's disease often require several surgical procedures resulting in multiple adhesions. They also have an increased incidence of gallstones. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is associated with several advantages but is problematic for the inexperienced surgeon in the presence of multiple adhesions. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy was performed successfully in three patients with Crohn's disease who had previous extensive abdominal surgery. The average operative time was 75 min, with an average hospital stay of 2 days and minimal blood loss. There were no postoperative complications. Provided specific precautions are taken during establishment of the pneumoperitoneum, an adequate adhesiolysis can be performed, rendering laparoscopic cholecystectomy feasible and safe in such patients.